(This was excerpted from an article that appeared in the Annapolis Capitol)
Crofton Kiwanis Club renovates wounded soldier's home 

$40K project includes ramp, driveway work

By JOSHUA STEWART, Staff Writer 



Injuries caused by an explosion in Iraq created challenges for Sgt. Luis Rosa-Valentin when he moved back to Laurel. 

Because he uses a wheelchair it was tough to get out of a car on his narrow driveway, and it was difficult to make his way up the front stoop to his house, as well as to use a regular-sized shower.

Enter the Crofton Kiwanis Club.

The club and its charitable affiliate the Crofton Kiwanis Foundation, coordinated an effort to turn Sgt. Rosa-Valentin's home into a place where a soldier whose body was fractured in combat can rest, work, play and share his life with his wife, children and parents again.

They completed about $30,000 of work for free.

And, because of donations and volunteers, the organization only had to spend about $10,000 for the project.

Sgt. Rosa-Valentin lost both his legs and his left arm in what he believes was an artillery attack in April. It was two days before his 25th birthday and he was focusing on small arms fire on a Baghdad street when he was hit.

His injuries put him in a two-week coma. Once he was healthy enough, he was sent from Iraq to Walter Reed Army Medical Center where he continued his convalescence. Today, he lives in Laurel with this wife and two children. He uses a wheelchair and has a hearing aid for one ear and will soon get a cochlear implant for the other.

And he was the perfect candidate for assistance from the Kiwanis club, said Dennis Robin, who coordinates the club's Wounded Service Members Care Project, an initiative to assist members of the armed forces who were seriously wounded in either Iraq or Afghanistan, who might not otherwise receive the help they need.

"It was clear that we had a very loving and committed family and a very seriously injured service member. And it fit perfectly with what the project was all about," Mr. Robin said.

The project cost the club a little over $10,000. But if Mr. Carr and the people he recruited hadn't donated materials and labor, the modifications would have been several times more expensive, said Dick Kemezis, treasurer for the Kiwanis Foundation.

Most of the work was handled by Bob Carr, a Kiwanis member and president of the Greater Crofton Chamber of Commerce. Mr. Carr, through contacts from his business, TLC Irrigation and Outdoor Lighting, was able to recruit a gang of volunteers and a cache of donated materials to make Sgt. Rosa-Valentin's house more accessible.

Mr. Carr deferred questions about his involvement in the project to an assistant who runs his company and helped with the renovation. That assistant, who Mr. Robin said is notably humble and charitable, asked that his name not be used because he doesn't want any credit for his work.

The project took all of July to complete.

When it was finished, the home had a wider driveway to make it easier to get out of a car; a sidewalk and ramp to the house; a bathroom with a new toilet, sink, countertop and wider shower, a ramp in the living room and a new closet to replace one that was lost when the bathroom was expanded, Mr. Carr's assistant said.

The renovations made life much easier for Sgt. Rosa-Valentin. The family house, built in the 1970s, isn't the easiest for a person in a wheelchair to use, said his mother, Lilliam Rosa. Because of his injuries Sgt. Rosa-Valentin can't yet use the phone.

"For him, it's very good. Before, it was so hard," Ms. Rosa said.

And Sgt. Rosa-Valentin's parents received help too. His dad, who works on classic cars, had his garage remodeled with a new workstation and shelves. His mom received a new garden.

"They did a garden for me. I love that," she said.

Sgt. Rosa-Valentin wasn't the first soldier to benefit from the Wounded Service Members Care Project. A few years ago they spent several thousand dollars to help a wounded airman and his wife pay off their car, Mr. Robin said.

The Crofton Kiwanis Club is looking for more service members in the Crofton area to assist. For more information or to make a donation, contact Dennis Robin at drrlaw@verizon.net or 410-721-9680

